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RESIDENTIAL SECURITY 

Thieves and vandals prey on people 

who don't take preventative measures. 

Are you doing what you can to protect 

your family, your home and your 

property? 

/ 

CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH 
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 

Landscaping and architectural design can 

incorporate simple and inexpensive concepts 

to improve security in your home and 

community. 

At hom e, shrubs and trees should not create 

bl ind spots or hidin~ spot s on your property. 

Walkways and l a n d s c a p i n ~ should di rect visito rs 

to the proper entrance and away from p rivate 

areas. Exterior doors should be visib le from the 

street or by neighbou rs, Sidewalks, do orways 

and all areas of the yard shou ld be we ll l it . 

In communiti es, open ~ reen spaces and 

recreat ional areas should be well l it and 

vis ible from nearby homes. Lot, street and 

house des igns should encourage interact ion 

between nei~hbours, which can deter 

criminal activity. 

DOORS 

All exterior doors should be of sol id-core 

const ructi on , 1f.5 cm th ick w ith a 180 · peephole. 

Door frames should also be of sol id construction 

and have a proper security strike plate. Avoid 

ho llow-core and ~Ia s s doors. You should never 

open the door unless you know w ho is on 

the outside. 
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GLASS PANELS 

WINDOWS 

pinned. 

trees ~iv e 

If your hom e has a window within one metre 

of an exter ior door lock , replace the ~Ia ss in 

the window with a tou gh, clear, unbreakable 

pla stic that's mar- resistant , or coat i l w i th a 

clear , protective, unbreakabl e coating. 

Windows pose a defini te threat to home 

security. Install h i~h-quality backup locks 

on all your windows if they can be pried open 

easily. There are severa l type s of comme rcial 

window locks availabl e to homeowners. Ask 

a reputable home secur ity supplie r wh ich lock 

is sui tab le for your ne eds. 

Another reinforcement method is " pi n n i n ~." 

Drill a 0.5 cm ho le through the inside window 

frame and into the outside frame. Secure the 

window by plac ing a commercial pin or a l ar~e 

nail through th e hole. Double-hung windows 

and slidin~ aluminum windows can also be 

Basement windows are a common entry point 

for burglars, Windows hidden by bushes or 

in truders an ideal place to work. 

Replace basem ent windows with a tough, 

clear, unbreakabl e pla stic that's mar-resist ant , 

or in stall decorat ive security bars over ~I ass 

windows. (Check the buildin~ cod es in your 

area to ensure your security bars comply.) Bar 

windows from the in sid e and ensure they open 

easily in case of emergency 

Windows that are seldom used should be 

permanently secured. Remove any bu shes, 

trees or other obstructions (e .~. sheds) th at 

hide windows from v iew. 
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LOCKS ) 
A ~ood lock is very important. The popular 

key-in-the-knob locks ar-e not very effecti ve. 

Install a 2.5 em deadbolt loc k on all exterior 

doors. 

Patio do ors are popular targets for burg lars 

and thieves, as many of th em can be li fted out 

of th eir tracks and remove d. To prevent th is, 

install metal screws in the door's up per track. 

These screw s wi ll f ili l he space above the do or, 

preven t ing it from dearing th e lower track. 

Patio doors can also be pin ned l ike wi ndow s 

or locked with a commercial lock. 
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TELEPHO NE SAFETY J 
Neve r ~i v e yo ur name, number or add ress to a 

caller you don't kn ow, and report any harassrng 
or th rea te nin~ cal ls to the police. To prevent 

your name and number from b e i n~ displayed 

on outgoing call s, and to prevent the use of cal l 

return to yo ur number, have th e phone comp any 

permanently blo ck this infor mat io n, or use a 

temporary bl ock by pressing *67 befo re th e 

number (di a11l67 on a rotary ph one ). If you 

receive a harassin g or threaten ing call you can 

press *57 immed iately after han ~in ~ up to trace 

the cal l. Contact your p hon e company fo r mor e 

information on tel eph one security option s. 

FIREARMS 

If you have firearms and/ or amm unl li on, 

ensure th at they are stor ed or are b e j n ~ 

di splayed so the y meet th e re~ula l i o n s of 

the Firearms Act. For further information , 
call1-800-731-IfOOO. 

COMPUTERS J 

Comp ut ers should be p laced away from 

windows and yo u should look into the 

numero us devices avai labl e fo r pro tect ing 

yo ur CPU and print er. These can be secured 

w ith tamper resistant machine screws to 

pr o tect the memory bo ard s. 

SAFE ROOM 

You may wa nt to identi fy a safe room in 

your ho me w he re family me mbers can ~ o i f 

an in truder ente rs wh il e yo u are home. The 

roo m shou ld have a locking device, a phone 

and (i f on the second level) an escap e ladder 

that hook s ove r the win dow sill and drops to a 

safe dist ance fro m the ~ r o u n d . 

OPERATION IDENTIFICATION 

Bur~la rs seldom steal valuable merchandise 

for personal use; they steal items that can 

be transported and sold easily. Operation 

Identification discourages bur~lars before 

they attempt to break into your home. 

What you can do : 

• Join Ope ration Identi f icat ion throu gh your 

local poli ce servi ce or vol unteer in a crime 

preve nt ion prograrr, like Blo ck Watch, 

N ei~hbourhoo d Watch or Rural Crime Wat ch. 

• Identi fy al l your valu able property with yo ur 

driver's li cense number by u sin ~ an engraver, 

a pe rm anent mar ker or an in visibl e ink pen. 

If you don't have a driver's licen ce, simil ar 

identificati on can be issued wh ere driver's 

l icen ces are sol d . (Do not use your social 

insurance nurnber.) Small items and jewelry 

can be photographed bes id e a clear ly marked 

rul er. Also, the contents of th e house can be 

v ide ot aped and the tape stor ed in a safety 

depo sit box. 

] 
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Advertise the fact that all property in your 

home is marked for identification by placin~ 

Operation Identification decals (available from 

police serv ices) on your entrance doors and 

windows . 

Record the serial numbers and descriptions of 

all your valuable property. 

Tack 1.0. 

Equestrians - don't forget to identify 

your saddle and other tack. Stamp all tack 

w ith your dr iver's licence number. On a 

western saddle, stamp the ~ullet area directly 

under the horn, while En~lish saddles can be 

permanently marked by stamping the number 

on the inside of the fender area. Other tack, 

such as harnesses and bridles, should be 

marked on the inside of each piece that can 

be disassembled. To permanently mark your 

leather tack, just dampen the leather with 

a wet cloth and stamp the number into the 

leather with a metal stamp . (Metal stamping 

kits cost approximately $10.00 in most 

hardware stores .) For further information, 

contact your local RCMP, RCMP Livestock 

lnvestlgation Section or Rural Crime Watch 

Association . 

RECOVERY OF STOLEN PROPERTY 

Identifiable stolen property can now be 

recorded on CPIC (a nationwide police 

database). CPIC allows Alberta's police 

services to readily identify (at any time 

of day) the owner of marked property 

that is recovered. 

OTHER SECURITY O PTION S 

If you keep lar~e amounts of money or 

expensive jewelry at home you should invest 

in a ~ood quality safe. Other forms of security 

to keep in mind are alarmed security systems 

or roll-shutters for Windows and doors. 
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GARAGE AND VEHICLE PROTECTION 

Garages are another popular target for 

burglars. Keep curtains over your ~ara~e 

windows so thieves can't window shop or 

check to see if your car is there. Install inward 

swin~in~, solid-core doors with deadbolts on 

your attached ~ara~e door. Use a ~ood padlock 

for the ~ara~e door and keep it locked, even 

when you are home. If you have an automatic 

~ara~e door opener, customize your remote 10 

ensure that you are the only one who can open 

your ~ara~e. 

Most vehicle thefts are the result of owner 

carelessness. To avoid vehicle thefts, follow 

these simple rules: 

Close the windows, lock the doors and never 

leave keys inside the vehicle. 

Place valuables in the trunk; do not leave credit 

cards in your car. 

Mark your vehicle's stereo equipment with 

your licence number and keep a record of all 

vehicle serial numbers. 

Never hide a spare key under the carpeting or 

over the sun visor. 

Park your car in well-lit areas. 

Do not leave your car unattended with lu~~a~e, 

skis or bi kes on the roof rack . 

Do not mark your keys with your name and 

address. 

Keep your ~ara~e door opener with you. 

A stolen car can lead to a home break-in. 

If you are required to leave a key with a parking 

altendanl, leave only your i~nition key. 
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Remove all docu ments (insurance , licence , etc.)

from the car when you are not driv in~ . This

identifica ti on could be stolen and used in

other cri mes (fraud, home burg lary) .

If your vehicle is stolen ...

Notify the police immediately and prov ide the

followin~ information: vehicle identification

and licence num ber, year, make, colour and

d i sti n ~u i shi n ~ mark s (dents, accessories, etc.).

GOING AWAV?

Use these tips to protect your home and

belongings when you are not there:

Tell only those peopl e wh o need to know that

you are ~oinS/ away.

Have a trusted person house sit fo r you, or hire

a relia ble house-sitting service.

Cancel home deliveries of milk and

news papers and do not leave notes for

others. Have the post off ice hold or for ward

you r mai l and ask a neighbour to collec t

"junk mail."

Arrange for someone 10 perform law n and

~arden maintenance so your home will loo k

lived in.

Have a n e i ~h bou r arrange d rapes and blinds

occasionally.

Purchase time rs for rad ios, TVs and exterior

and in terior l i ~hls .

Turn down the telephone bell as an

unanswered telephone usually ind icates

an empty house.
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Ask your nei~hbours to inform the pol ice

immed iately if they notice any thing unu sual

or suspiciou s around your home. They should

record the licence pl ates of questionable

vehicles.

Do not leave a message on yo ur machi ne t ell in~

cal lers you are away.

Before you leave...

Lock all tools, barbecues and ladders ou t

of si~h l.

Set and test all timin~ devices ,

Lock and check all doors and wind ow s.

Disconnect the ~ara~e door opener.

If a burglary has occurred during

your absence ...

Do not enter the house in case the in truder is

sti ll the re. Use a n e i ~ h bou r' s ph one to call the

poli ce imm ediately!

Do not touch a nyth i n~ ...wait for pol ice

to arrive.

Have a record of the serial numbers of mis s i n ~

items. Any t h i n~ wi thout a seria l number should

be marked with your dr iver's licence number.

This increases yo ur chan ces of h av i n ~ m i s s i n ~

property return ed to yo u.
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HOME SECURITYCHECKLIST

Complete th is security check on you r own

residence to find out if your home may be

vulnerable to thieves. This survey can also

help you evaluate the security risks of a

home you plan to purchase or rent.

DOORS

Doors have 180· peepholes.

Inside locks are at least one metre from ~Iass .

Exterior doors are solid-core.

Exter ior doors have 2.5 cm dead bolts .

Exter ior doo r h in~e pins are non -removable.

Door jambs are secure ly fastened .

Strike plates are secured to doo r jambs with

6.35 cm (2.5 ") screws.

Deadbolls extend sufficiently into strike p lates.

Locks have been changed or re-keyed since

you have moved in .

WINDOWS

Double-hung windows are securely pinned.

Metal windows and basemen t windows

have auxiliary locks.

Basement windows have auxilia ry locks.

Curtains cover windows comp lete ly.

W indow air condit ione rs are secured from

inside.
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GARAGE

Garage door closes ti ~ h t l y.

Overhead ~ara~e door has quality lock.

Doors are locked and closed when not in use.

Remote ~ara~e doo r opener is custom ized

for your ~ara~e doo r.

Keys are remov ed from vehicle whi le it' s in

the ~ara~e.

Garage li~hl can be turned on from inside

the house .

EXTERIORS

Shrubs are cut below win dow level .

Tree limbs are cut above window leve l.

Residence number is visib le from the street,

and at n i~ht.

All ent rances to the house and ~a ra~e are

wel l lit.

Bicycles, lawn mowers, ladders, etc. are

kept inside.

You know your nei~hboursand walch out for

each other's properly, or you belong to a

Nei~hbourhood Walch program.

VACATIONS

You have stop ped all deliveries .

You have lef t shade s and bli nds in thei r no rmal

positi ons.

You have notified your nei~hbours .

You have set time rs on li~hts and radios.
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::J Someone is ta k i n~ care of your yard.

:=J Your mail is bei n~ held or picked up.

ADDITIONAL CHECKS )

:J You keep most of you r cash in the bank .

:J You keep a list of all valuable property, cred it

card s and serial numbers in a safe place.

::::J Valua ble property is engraved with your

dr iver' s licence number.

• Other notes:
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RIM E PREVE liON PROGRAMS

The best way to keep crime out of our

neighbourhoods is to keep ourselves

involved in crime prevention. Get to

know your neighbours and discuss an

effective crime prevention strategy for

your com munity.

If something needs do ing, do it! If your

neighbour is away and you see an obvious

invitation to a burglar, do what you can to

help: remove mail and papers and help

with some minimal lawn and yard

maintena nce.

If you witn ess a crime, phone the po lice.

Remain on the li ne until a police vehicle

arriv es so you can direct the officers to the

exact locati on and ind ividuals involv ed in

the offence. Don't assume that someo ne else

has called the police ... three calls received

are better than no calls at all.

Join a crime prevention organiz ation such

as th e Alberta Commun ity Crime Prevention

Association (ACCPA), N e i ~h bo u r hood Watch,

Block Watch, Rural Crime Watch, Citize ns on

Patrol , Block Parent , or the Heads Up Fraud

Prevent ion Associati on's Wi se Owls (a seniors '

crime preven tion program). Contact the crime

prevent ion coordinator in you r local pol ice

service for more in for mation on programs in

your area.
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Contact your loca l police service for
furthe r Information.

Your poli ce service phone number is:




